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Executive Summary
What are the current and emerging issues that are likely to shape our world in the next 15 years and
beyond? Who are the people and what are the issues that are left behind by the new sustainable
development agenda? Where do these people and issues intersect? What are the challenges and
barriers that hold back the full realization of the human rights of all women across ages and their
various identities? How can we strategize to collectively move forward using an intersectional
feminist framework? How can we acknowledge fractures and move towards building alliances with
other social movements?
These were some of the burning questions that framed the discussions by feminists, activists and
advocates from a range of diverse organizations, networks, and social movements at a 3-day
consultation organized by ARROW and her partners in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. From the 27th to
29th of July 2016, about 54 participants representing 15 countries in the Pacific, south of Asia, east
of Asia and South-East Asia hunkered down to engage in robust conversations about rearticulating
the feminist narrative and in taking action through intersectional grassroots organizing to promote
feminist ideals that eventually leads to societal change and the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in
the region.
This report gives an overview of the methodologies used to facilitate the discussions and
conversations; and captures the arising key points raised in pushing forward an intersectional, multiissue, multi-tactical advocacy for 21st century feminism.
The meeting was designed with the aim that participants would be able to map current and
emerging issues that would likely shape our world in the next 15 years and beyond - in line with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that was
adopted in September 2015. Four broad themes: Bodies, Voices, Ideologies and Resources, were
used to anchor participants' deliberations. These four themes were styled as plenary sessions
followed by group work discussions - which then allowed for highly interactive luxurious sessions
between the panellists and participants in sharing their experiences and expertise with one another.
Instead of attempting to build consensus, it was hoped that the discussions would spark and ignite
thoughts for critically thinking of enacting our own agency of change in transforming social relations,
and not be deterred or let up our vigilance in ensuring that systemic inequalities that stymie
sustainable development, and prevent grounded peace, the full realization of women’s rights, and
the achievement of gender equality—for women, men, transgender people, intersex people, and
other people of diverse gender identities and expression are addressed and remain within the
national and international policy-making arenas.
It was initially hoped that the issues raised could be collated and juxtaposed against the SDG
framework and used to create a pathway in reforming government and corporate policies where
inequity remains stubbornly ingrained. However, many of the same arguments and criticisms of the
MDGs were echoed by participants for the SDGs - namely that there remained multitudinous gaps
for the advancing of the women's agenda.
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And so, at the end of this three-day dialogue, participants identified and prioritised issues from the
four thematic areas that they would like to focus on and guide their future work.
The three-day consultation was further enhanced by a strong social media presence, with the daily
proceedings streamed live on Periscope and snapshots of the discussions thoughtfully streamed on
Twitter with the hashtag #Feminist2030. The Voices session was the highest viewed session on
Periscope, with 1,213 views, and there were a total of 1,295 tweets by 246 contributors spread over
the three days.
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Introduction
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was
adopted in September 2015, as the successor to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The
MDGs were touted largely as a success by the global development community, and have reached
significant milestones. However, it was also widely recognized that there remained many gaps, and
the goals could not anticipate the era of inequalities that unfolded globally. Many of the MDGs
remain off-track and these instruments have been unable to or were slow to create systemic change.
In 2015, governments, civil society, and other stakeholders came together to agree on renewed
commitments to sustainable development and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was
adopted. The 2030 Agenda is an ambitious agenda that recognizes that development cannot happen
in silos, recognizes intersections between issues to a certain degree, is aware of the mutually
reinforcing relationship between sustainable development and lasting peace, and calls for a global
multi-stakeholder partnership in order to implement the agenda. The 2030 Agenda, the SDGs, and
their accompanying targets and indicators will set the tone and drive international and national
development policies and programmes for the next 15 years. However, the next five years will be
especially formative for governments, CSOs, and social movements, where discussions around
accountability and implementation of the 2030 Agenda will take place.
If feminist and women’s rights activists, organizations, and networks, and their allies are to work
with this agenda, as well as other international frameworks, there is an urgent need to view
sustainable development from an intersectional feminist framework that recognizes and strategizes
against systemic inequalities, prioritizes marginalized groups, and identifies issues that have been
left behind as well as issues that are emerging. A feminist framework where (amongst other things):
 Women’s equality and women’s empowerment to determine their own destinies is a reality;
 Women have equal representation in all decision-making structures of societies;
 Social and economic justice exist, where all people have the food, housing, clothing, health





care and education they need;
There is recognition and respect for each person’s intrinsic worth as well as the rich diversity
of the various groups;
Non-violence is the established order;
Patriarchal culture and male dominance no longer oppress women;
Women and girls are heard, valued and respected

In short, strategies must be employed against a patriarchal and heteronormative society that
continues to find new ways to restrict women's bodies, minds, and voices.
It is with these considerations in mind that the consultation agenda was designed. The agenda
sought to achieve two overarching objectives:
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 To explore the intersectionalities of current and emerging issues to fully understand the
complexity of women’s and girls’ lived realities and assess their impact on gender justice,
bodily integrity, and equality;
 To identify a regional feminist take on the global development agenda, challenges ahead and
the way forward, for a more nuanced sustainable development framework that promotes
enabling socio-cultural, political, economic, and natural environments for all women to fully
exercise their rights, and that recognizes commonalities of struggles with other social
movements, such as for development justice, climate justice, LGBTIQ, labour, migration,
peace, right to food and nutrition, youth, and others.

Together with ARROW, each of the other five collaborators for this project -APWAPS, CARAM Asia,
CREA, YouthLEAD and the Post 2015 Coalition identified and selected participants; resulting in about
38 representatives from 15 countries together with 16 ARROW staff coming on board for this
momentous dialogue. Participants composed of feminists, activists, and advocates from diverse
social movements and key regional and national networks and organizations from across the Asia
Pacific, working across various sustainable development issues. The dialogue was well represented
not only in terms of geography, but also the kind of work that everyone does. A detailed list of
participants is attached as Appendix 1.
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A copy of the workshop agenda is attached as Appendix 2. The starting point of the first day of the
workshop was for participants to arrive at a shared understanding of the definition of feminism and
what it means for their work; and of feminism as a concept that does not incorporate just a singular
view.
This shared understanding then grounded the participants' discussions following the four thematic
plenary sessions - the concept of Voices on the first day, the concepts of Bodies and Ideologies on
the second day and the concept of Resources on the final day. For all the plenary sessions, each
panellist was provided with a set of framing questions to guide their presentation. After which the
floor opened up for clarifications. For the group work exercise following the plenary sessions, each
panellist lead the discussions, with participants making their choice based on the topics presented
by the respective panellist during the session.
Broadly speaking, the 3-day dialogue aimed to facilitate a space for participants to reaffirm their
bold and uncompromising positions on their respective issues within their movements and to bolster
their efforts in addressing challenges in re-shaping society to advance the rights, opportunities,
safety and well-being of all women.
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Workshop Proceedings
Day ONE: Wednesday 27th July 2016

Session 1: Setting expectations
At their own tables, participants briefly set out their expectations for the 3-day consultation. Below
are some of the expectations expressed. Appendix 3 has the full list.
Table 1:

Learn as much as possible from each other. See where the learnings can be
implemented.

Table 2:

Discuss how our religion, culture and economy interacts with women rights. How to
move forward. To learn how diverse women can be. Come to an understanding of a
'normal standard' of women rights.

Table 3:

Develop strategies to produce world class feminists.

Table 4:

Inter-sectionality - how to practise, what does it mean, provocative conversations on
how to disagree with each other.

Table 5:

Coming out with a nuance that is more regional in perspective, looking at newer
methodologies, on the tenuous connections between women rights and other
communities.

Table 6:

Clearer agenda on how to move forward, how feminist agenda can include the voices of
those who have been excluded (women with mental issues), newer analyses of the
feminist agenda.

Table 7:

Controversies within the feminist movement, how we look at women sex workers,
women PWID, and bring it back to the work that we do in our own feminist
organisations

Session 2: Panel: Setting the Stage: Feminism
Moderator : Sivananthi Thanenthiran (ARROW)
Panellist

Organisation

Krishanti Dharmaraj

Centre for Women's Global Leadership/ Post 2015 Coalition

Jean Chong

ASEAN SOGIE Caucus

Ingrid Enriquez Saplagio

GALANG

Nicolette Estelle Burrows

Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers
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Framing questions

1. What do we mean by feminism?
2. What do we mean by a feminist lens?
3. How can feminism further women’s rights?

Plenary summary

 The word "feminism" continues to inspire controversy and to arouse a
visceral response
 The term 'feminism' should be comparatively grounded in our shared
experiences and collective knowledge in order for it to be conceptually
illuminating
 Many different understandings and frameworks of feminism. Feminism
= human rights. Feminism = human dignity
 Feminism should be viewed as a system of ideas
 It is a concept that can encompass both an ideology and a movement
for socio-political change based on a critical analysis of male privilege
and women's subordination within any given society
 Feminism is necessarily pro-woman. However, it does not follow that it
must be anti-man
 Feminism makes claims for a rebalancing between women and men of
the social, economic, and political power within a given society, on
behalf of both sexes in the name of their common humanity, but with
respect for their differences
 It is assumed that only women can be feminists. However, feminism is
not grounded in a person's gender, but in their commitment to
rejecting and refuting sexist oppression politically, socially, privately,
linguistically, and otherwise
 Subjective realities of what it means to be a feminist. Feminism means
differently for different people. And each of their definition is infused
with a political and emotional charge.
 To speak effectively, we must arrive at some understanding of the term
"feminism" that we ourselves can agree on. For it can impinge on how
we do our work
 A lot of women are being disenfranchised by feminism
 Many women engaged in activities intimately grounded in feminism
have not considered themselves feminists. Many of our peers who
work on feminist issues don't associate themselves with the braburning, man-hating feminists.
 One of the diﬃculties in deﬁning and circumscribing a complex and
heterogeneous concept such as feminism is the extent to which
women have rejected the term from a variety of semantic and political
standpoints
 Women need to address the expectations that are made of them, and
question whether these are realistic or even what we want
 Concept of feminism has to be unpacked. How representative are we?
How much effort are we making to bring in varied voices? How has the
word feminism has been appropriated in each country?
 A feminist lens is a gender and sexuality lens. Recognise that gender
and sexualities overlaps with a lot of other issues - poverty, economic
stability, development
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 Bucket list activism affects adversely the feminist movement. How can
feminism change the world, instead of just for women?
 Feminism seems to be reactive. Only come together to react to an
issue as VAW, marital rape. But seldom do we come together for issues
for LBTs, sex workers. Need to be more responsive to issues affecting
all women.
 How do we go beyond the exclusionary feminist lens? Need to look and
transform institutional practices that promotes patriarchy
 Both defining and creating a lens is a very patriarchal thing to do.
Whether you are in or out. We need to start thinking beyond these
concepts
 Go beyond thinking that lens are needed to move forward. Need to
look at other tools to sharpen our direction

An exhaustive list of key points
is captured in Appendix 4.

Sound bytes:

"Governed by our wombs..."

"Why is it that when a man
declares he is a feminist, he is
embraced and celebrated? But
when a woman says it, she is
often vilified?"

"For the LBT women, feminism has
failed us. Such inequalities cannot be
ignored in the 2030 agenda"

"Feminist means contesting
male power and control"

"The more things change, the
more it seems as if it hasn't"

"Once
deemed
a
woman, whether or not
that is by one’s own
choice,
we
face
assumptions of our
wants and behaviours"

"There is an environment that is increasingly
antagonistic to feminism"
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Session 3a: Plenary Discussion: Bodies: Bodily Integrity, Rights and Autonomy
Moderator : Sunita Kujur (CREA)
Panellist

Organisation

Amara Quesada Bondad

CARAM Asia

Sarojini, N.B.

Sama

Ratnaboli Ray

Anjali

Andy Yentriyani

Asia Pacific Women's Alliance on Peace and Security

Framing questions

1. In your work and experience how have you seen the ideas on bodily
integrity develop and change? What are the current prevailing
concepts on bodily integrity that need to be reinforced?
2. Has it worked better when advocating for bodily integrity as a separate
issue or to link with other issues?
3. To what extent has the SDGs captured the concept of bodily integrity?
And what are some of the glaring gaps?

Plenary summary

 When you have a disabled body, you don't retain the rights to your
own body
 Migrants are often not looked at as humans. Migrants are only looked
at as work bodies or machines. Migrant workers are commodities.
 When people cross borders, they bring with them their emotions, their
sexuality, sexual orientation. Migrant workers' bodily rights and
integrity are being taken over by the State
 Consent is usually tied to capacity, but in a fractured mind, where does
that leave us?
 Bodily integrity frames sexual rights very nicely. The understanding of
bodily integrity has evolved and been nuanced to mean more than just
the right not to be harmed or issues relating to sexual violence. Now,
there is a lot of emphasis on sexual rights, how bodily integrity is also
about sexual orientation and sexual identity.
 The notion of bodily integrity has evolved. Before, it was understood to
mean that no harm (sexual violence) should come to your body. But
the understanding has expanded in current times to also include sexual
identity and orientation
 Bodily integrity should also include the complexities associated with
commercial surrogacy
 Bodily integrity should address the right for women to use her body for
whatever reason and purpose, such as surrogacy, sex work
 Bodily integrity should be supplemented by what is considered as
legitimate and autonomous. The decision to abort (at which term),
should not be at the purview of the State
 If there are any conversations about bodily integrity of disabled
women, it seems to be based on the premise that they have an able
mind. But we also need to focus our attention to women with disabled
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bodies and fractured minds - for whom consent becomes an extremely
fraught and murky issue.

Session 3b: Group Work Discussion: Bodies: Bodily Integrity, Rights and Autonomy
For this group work discussion, participants were asked to be guided by the following questions:





To what extent has the SDG’s encapsulated the concept of bodily integrity? And where have
the SDGs failed us?
Do we in the current world need to think about bodily integrity and autonomy differently
and do we need to expand our frames of understanding?
In a world where everything is compartmentalised, do we need to understand bodily
integrity as a whole or are we fine with working on different elements separately?
How to we strategize to move forward in the world where conservatism seems to be holding
more power than ever?

Participants then selected the topics that they wanted to delve more in, and grouped accordingly.
Each group was provided with a Brief (Appendix 5) to guide their discussions:
Group

Key Points

1: Body in Crisis

 Cultural expectations around fertility and motherhood. There is a
modern idealisation of what constitutes a perfect family - 2 children (as
in the case in India). So, is pregnancy a real choice for women?
 Choices are shadowed and exploited by families. They influence greatly
the choices that women can make.
 There needs to be different strategies for bodies in different crises.
Those in the middle of conflicts, wars, natural disasters.
 Harmful cultural traditions eg. FGM, honour killings, early marriage also
constitute bodies in crisis. There needs to be an advocacy strategy for
these practices.

2: Economics of
Bodies

 Nothing about us without us. There needs to be awareness/information
strategies to enable women to make informed choices. Facts about the
side effects of contraceptives, what really happens in a sterilisation.
There needs to be a standard of informed choices, and women need to
be engaged in the process.
 There is a commoditization of beauty and its ideals. Eg. eight year-old
girls in beauty pageants. Has she made that choice herself to be in the
beauty industry? What forces are defining the ideals of beauty? Are
girls and women blindly following market dictated values?
 Blurring lines between commodification and autonomy. In terms of
surrogacy, how much is a woman's body worth? An European woman's
body/womb may be worth more than a woman from the South. Her
body and her worth is defined in different ways.
 What are the legal protections for women in surrogacy and who is
deciding on these legal rights? Some countries allow for surrogacy,
some countries only allow it for foreigners. Most countries in this
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region don't allow it for same-sex couples. Who is making these
policies?
 Commodification of healthcare services that privatises health care and
pushes prices up. Or the booming medical tourism of some countries.
How has this been impacting public health when people can't afford
the high prices?
3: Gender and Bodies

 Somewhere in our feminism, we have shied away from the word desire
and the concept of pleasure when talking about disabled or queer
bodies. For disabled women, their bodies are often seen as medical
cases. For queers, there is often a medicalisation of them in terms of
mental health therapies. Desire and pleasure is never in the picture.
 When we talk about gender choice, who determines this choice? As
early as kindergarten, we are made to wear gender related attire,
regardless of how we feel.
 Reducing trans bodies to genitilia. There isn't any discussion on sex or
biology, just an emphasis on genitilia. It is also a violation of privacy
because it takes away the whole discourse on identity and self-worth.
 SDGs talk about rights, and anti discrimination policies for all women.
But who constitutes 'all women'? Have we considered disabled
women, trans women? They need to be made visible in the SDGs. For
minority women who have long been sidelined, it takes more than an
inclusion in brackets in the SDGs.
 Consent is tightly centred on capacity. But how do women with
intellectual disabilities and mental health issues negotiate a consensual
contract when they don't have the capacity to consent?

4: Bodies of
Movement

 Perception of migrants as vectors of diseases. Hence are excluded from
domestic health mechanisms. Provisions of contraceptives, pregnancy
tests for migrants are often seen as tools to prevent transmission of
diseases instead of upholding their health rights
 There are hierarchies in the migrant population. Apart from the
obvious hierarchies based on class, caste, nationality, there is also a
hierarchy based on the type of work you do - domestic helper,
construction. Access to healthcare depends too on these hierarchies
 What is the support system for migrant and refugee women? Asylum
seekers? If they are pregnant at the point of entry, and they deliver at
local hospitals, they are most often then separated from their babies
when they get sent away to the detention camps. How do we protect
their rights in circumstances such as these? How can we push the State
to be accountable for this? There is a lot of despair on how we can do
this with Governments.
 How can we protect women on the move? How can we connect local
processes with regional and international processes? Perhaps we can
create international pressure on host countries to ensure access to
basic services. There are some countries where local activism on
refugees or migrants is not allowed because the Government does not
recognise refugees. Perhaps international pressure can highlight and
change the issues.
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 Undocumented workers/migrants have more support than refugees
because they have built their own networks. So, refugees are
particularly vulnerable. The more marginalised and vulnerable you are,
the more constrained your choices become.
 Allies in the Global North are not receptive to migrant/refugee rights
T Wednesday, 22nd June
List of key points is captured in Appendix 6.

Sound bytes:
"Feminism privileges rational
minds"

"Commodification of bodies"

"You were only supposed to go there to work!
How did you become pregnant/infected? How
did you fall in love?!?"

"Celebrate
madness!
we need to embrace
and celebrate different
ways of thinking and
being"
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Day TWO: Thursday 28th July 2016

Session 4a: Plenary Discussion: Voices: Empowerment vs. Equality
Moderator : Ishita Chaudhry (RESURJ)
Panellist

Organisation

Sulique Waqa

House of Khameleon

Nancy Zhang

Youth LEAD

Priyanthi Fernando

IWRAW AP

Vivi Widyawati

Per. Mahardhika

Framing questions

1. In your experience, what have been some of the enabling factors which
helped get our feminist message out? What have been the challenges?
2. What are the current avenues that can be utilised and can ensure our
feminist message gets out to policy-makers and the public?
3. How is voice (i.e. participation) captured in the SDGs? Is this inclusive
enough? How do we make the SDGs more participatory?

Plenary summary

 Human rights is central to the feminist struggle
 It's not enough to just have women voices reflected, but to have strong
women voices.
 Voices of women who are seen or deemed as 'bad' should not be
'voiced out' (phased out, silenced). In China, HIV or other sexuality
issues are not high priorities on the Government's agenda, so they will
leave out the voices of PLHIV and women in the SDG report.
 Quality of numbers and representation of voices critical.
 Voices are not heard because political spaces are structured in a way
that it is in someone else's interest to have it silenced.
 SDGs themselves do not have inclusivity built in. No better than the
MDG process. But there are other processes such as the UPR, CRC and
CEDAW available that we can use to hold State and SDG accountable
to women's rights and the rights of marginalised. These treaties and
conventions are the most ratified.
 Truthfulness, legitimacy and authenticity of voices
 There has to be a practical way of legitimizing our voices and the voices
of the community we claim to represent
 We need to find space to accommodate dissenting voices in the
feminist movement
 We need to look beyond laws in accessing or legitimizing our voices.
Because the laws in our region is archaic
 Generational dialogues - integrate voices from the different
generations of women and TGs
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 Every voice is legitimate if we believe in freedom of expression. The
question is, which voices establish norms?

Session 4b: Group Work Discussion: Voices: Empowerment vs. Equality
The following questions guided participants:
●
●
●

What is the changing landscape and avenues that can help ensure and enable voices of
women and girls at the identified levels – macro and micro?
What are the challenges that have to be countered if voices are to be enabled and ensured
so that the SDGs can be achieved?
What are the steps that have to be taken to include voice in achieving the SDGs in a
meaningful manner?

A brief (Appendix 7) was then provided to participants to guide their respective group discussions:
Group

Key Points

1: Micro level - Self,
Family

 Family can also be an oppressive unit. Especially for marginalised groups
such as LGBT, PLHIV where they are not accepted in their own family.
So, for these groups, they should construct their own version of a
family. It can include friends, organisational and institutional support,
etc.
 Gender roles in a family can be changed.
 Have to be a little careful of privileged voices. As advocates/activists,
must learn how to shut up and let other people own their voices and
stories
 What voices, and whose voices? What issues are being voiced out, and
who is saying them? How are we delivering those voices?
 Localise SDG at the local level. Organise town hall meetings to talk
about SDGs
 Structural change and programmatic development, together with
funding. All 3 are complementary and should not be addressed in
isolation.
 Change the notion of family, who makes up the definition and roles
each member plays.
 How to overcome self censorship. Like PLHIVs in China or the LGBT
community. Explore the use of social media or alternative forms of
media to amplify voices and stories. Not just verbal narrative. Painting
narrative, dance narrative or also silence are powerful tools.
 young people are not the enemies of adults. there needs to be mutual
respect and freedom to express ourselves

2: Micro level –
Community, Schools,
Institutions, etc

 Sanctions against certain topics. eg. issue of HIV. If teachers introduce
the subject in schools, they will be criticized by parents.
 Basic level of participation of marginalized groups in any of the settings
(community, school, institutions) is sorely inadequate
 Different levels of cooperation among different women's groups who
adopts different stands on issues
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 Most human rights defenders do not have organizational or
community support. Often work in isolation and on tenacious issues.
And most are too focused on the groups that they are serving. So,
when faced with backlash, or criticism, they don't have the personal
and organizational tools to pull through. Women's groups should band
together in times like these.
 Monitoring implementation of SDGs: providing pressure points to local
Government. Collaborate with other who are on the same page and
have the gateway to governmental agencies
3: Macro level Political participation

 Social and family barriers prevents some women from even leaving
their houses. So, in effect, they are not being allowed to voice out or
participate.
 Political participation is like an old boys' club. Mentorship are done
outside organised spaces such as in bars, clubs, smoking rooms - which
predominantly is a male domain.
 Where is the political apprenticeship? Who is providing that space and
training to help women attain this and enable them?
 Political education. How can we start teaching girls about citizenship,
political knowledge.
 Role of CSO is crucial in encouraging women's role in political
participation. To bring feminist views in political discourse
 Empowerment and capacity building for women to participate in
political processes
 In accessing the political spaces, do we need to give up our language
and dress to conform?
 Recognise the influence of power on some voices

4: Macro levelPrivate Sector, Civil
society/ Activism

 Romantic, utopian notion of women's empowerment (eg. political
participation, ending VAW, etc). These in actuality just adds another
burden for women to carry. What has happened to other community
and society responsibility? Why must the discourse only be about how
women can play their role?
 Many women human rights defenders or women feminists are
themselves so disengaged with their own families. They have the skills
and knowledge for a macro level ie to help other families. But sadly,
can't or don't advocate within their own families on issues such as
acceptance of sexual orientation, amplifying voices.
 Practicalities in solidifying voices and amplifying them. There are
financial, supportive considerations that need to be taken
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Further expansion of key points is captured in Appendix 8.

Sound bytes:
"Patriarchy requires
homogeneity. Feminism does
not"

"Stop using Western inspired
language. Create own local
lingo"

"

"Gatekeeping within feminist
communities makes for inauthentic
politically correct discussions and
silencing"

"Dare to be different enough. To stand out and
get their attention"

"Is a feminist perspective
important in feminine policies?"

"
"Most women work twice as hard to get half as far as
men. And that quadruples if you have a disability, from
a minority group, lesbian...."

Session 5a: Plenary Discussion: Ideologies: Impact of Global Ideology on Women
Moderator : Sai Racherla (ARROW)
Panellist

Organisation

Shareena Sherif

Sisters in Islam

Sivananthi Thanenthiran

ARROW

Sundari Ravindran

Achutha Menon Centre for Health Science Studies

Sai Racherla

ARROW

Framing questions

1. How do you think (speaker specific ideology) has worked for women
and worked against women?
2. In your opinion is there a middle ground? What does that middle
ground look like?
3. The SDGs do not take into account prevailing world ideologies, how do
you see the SDGs being affected for better or worse by the ideology?

Plenary summary

 Women's issues are being repressed
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 SIS came about in recognition that religion was impacting women's lives
in ways that should not be
 There is a believe that religion and culture is patriarchal and cannot be
contradicted
 It's time for women to have the ammunition to read religious texts from
a feminist lens
 Issues of polygamy, divorce, how we dress, how we conduct ourselves when read through a feminist lens differs from patriarchal
interpretations
 Start the debate that culture and religion does not need to be in conflict
with women's rights
 Internalise that the human rights embedded in religions in the early
days does not reflect the human rights that are needed in society today
 The way that religion has been looked at has been very dogmatic. This
was how it was done in the old days and there's nothing we can do to
change it. But we need to start that debate now to challenge it.
 It is about interpretation and practice of a religion that impinges on
human and women's rights
 We can't pay lip service and just say that we live in a democratic
world/country when democratic principles are not upheld
 Laws and policies are being enacted in favour of an elite few, and not
for the majority. It does not represent people's interests.
 Superficial facade of democracy - a government formed, a parliament.
But the rule of the people seem to be far from the minds of our elected
representatives
 Rights framework is meant to address the power imbalances in a
society. But now, it has become a battle for the different rights. Human
rights vs. religious rights. Women rights vs. civil rights. We need to
interrogate why we have to choose one right over the other.
 What is the state of our democracy? What do we need to ask for? Our
democracy at its present stand is not working for our women issues.
Important asks: protection of minorities. Religious minorities, etc.
 Holding each country and government responsible to the international
agreements and standards that they have subscribed to
 There are targets on governance in the SDGs. But the discourse on
governance have not really been discussed. Governance is seen more
in the absence of corruption, and sound financial reporting. But what
activists mean is really a transparency in providing access to
information to its citizens, etc.
 Government is collecting such immense data, that can be used to
monitor citizens' behaviours. But not being open in sharing the
relevant data for development work.
 Many of the trade agreements are impinging on women's labour rights.
This will make women more vulnerable and provide low social security
 Further deepening of an exploitative relationship between the Global
South and Global North countries
 No middle ground in neo-liberalism. The stand is either you are for or
against neo-liberalism. Either you are against the privatisation of
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healthcare services or you support it as a sound economic framework.
 Axis of intersectionality also creates an axis of dominance. Which is
rooted in ideologies. And creates multiple axis of dominance.
 Intersectionality forces you to look at the marginalised within the
marginalised groups. The most vulnerable in the marginalised groups
 Peripheral understanding. Learn from the lived experiences.
Intersectionality pushes you towards this.

Session 5b: Group Work Discussion: : Ideologies: Impact of Global Ideology on Women
The overarching questions that participants were asked to keep at the back of their minds
throughout this group work:







How would you attempt to define and locate the feminist struggle vis-a-vis socio-cultural,
economic, and political ideologies and structures, such as neoliberalism, religious
fundamentalism, and socialism?
What are the tensions, contradictions, and co-optations that occur?
How do these belief and value systems have an impact on the lives and rights of all women
(transwomen, of all ages, temporarily abled or not, etc.), as well as of other groups in the
margins?
Ways forward to address challenges posed by these systems?

Further information was provided in an Ideologies brief (Appendix 9) as a guide for the group work:
Group

Key Points

Group 1: Religion and
culture






Group
2:
liberalism

 Can solidify inequalities
 Has the benefit of reducing poverty, but it increases inequalities
 Results in a privatisation of health services, which then weakens health
services or pushes the price of services up
 Trade agreements exploit local resources, with dire consequences for
the local community (eg. illegal waste dump, polluted land and air)

Neo

Lines are getting blurred between political and religious leaders
Many countries use religion as a political/nationalist tool
There is a rising assertion of ethno-nationalism
Religion and culture has forced the LGBT movement to be very quiet
because of the backlash. But behind the scenes, the movement is very
united and has a solid, stronger voice
 It would take years and perseverance to change religious and cultural
policies. In Philippines, it took 16 years for the Catholic Church to
endorse the Women's Health Law.
 Fundamentalism is not restricted to just Islam. There is Christian and
Buddhist fundamentalism too.
 Combine reproductive rights communities and the LGBTQ communities
to fight against religious refusals to provide vital health care services. A
new wave of “conscience exempt” or religious claims to refuse service
is being waged by conservatives.
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 Foreign companies/factories are seen as immune to local labour laws
 Countries/Governments should not just blindly allow in foreign
investors. Must assess the impact first.
 Think globally, but the solutions have to be local.
 Neo liberalism means an embracing of ‘gender equity policies’. And
while progress has been made in some areas, we are still often
speaking into a vacuum when we speak out.
Group 3: Democracy
and its challenges

 The idea of secularism in democracy
 The system of democracy is flawed, even though there are some
women transitioning into power
 Institutionalised women - their rights are not upheld in a democracy,
thus making it flawed
 Who are we leaving behind in our democracy? PLHIV, sex workers,
institutionalised women, etc
 The lines of religion and politics is getting blurred in many countries.
Politics are guided by fear. eg. the national security act in Malaysia,
similar act in India, etc. Fear is a big part of the democratising process.
Affects women and marginalised groups.
 The concept of personhood is defined by an ethno-nationalist,
caste/class majority, which then results in marginalisation being
multiplied/exacerbated
 Parliamentary women caucus is a strategic way to collaborate and
sustain attention on women's issues
 We need a feminist view of democracy and governance
 In a democracy, you are supposed to have rights. But whose rights
trumps whom?

Group 4:
feminism

 SDGs as a belief system. It is a belief that the various goals are proven
vehicles for sustainable development.
 SDG is a tool to take forward the women agenda. It should not be that
women's organisations have to find a way to feed into the SDGs
 In China, Mao Ze Dong uttered the famous quote of 'Women hold up
half the Sky'. But that has not translated into affirmative policies for
women decades on.
 Equity and efficiency are often seen at odds with each other. Equity
should be the result of efficiency.

Socialist
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Further raw key points are in Appendix 10.

Sound bytes:

"How can we have economic
growth without human
development?"

"How can we make an omelette without every
breaking any eggs? Why can't we question the
status quo or the power structures?

"
"Is it related to our history - being
colonised? That women's rights is
the first to be given up in a
compromise"

"There is no one middle ground that we can all
aspire to. There is varying levels of inequality in
all countries. "

"
"We fight the same reactionary forces: the perversion
of religion to subjugate women; corporate greed that
seeks to exploit women and children as a cheap labor
force; and their apologists in public office… But we will
keep moving forward"
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Day THREE: Friday 29th July 2016

Session 6a: Plenary Discussion: Resources: Redefining resources
Moderator : Malyn Ando (ARROW)
Panellist

Organisation

Dhyta Caturani

Purple Code

Tehani Ariyaratne

South Asian Women's Fund

Vinita Sahasranaman

YP Foundation

Atiha Sen Gupta

Playwright

Framing questions

1. As a feminist, how do you define and use resources? (The type of
resource in discussion is speaker specific)
2. What are the advantages and limitations in using these resources in a
feminist sense?
3. How can this alternative view of resources help in achieving the SDGs?

Plenary summary

 When we learn of each other's stories, we become more vested and
interested in them as people.
 Humanising the headlines. Reclaim our stories
 If you don't document your stories and experiences, then it's as if you
did not exist. So, important to record your stories - even if it's just to
acknowledge your existence and place in the world.
 Freedom without fear
 Feminists should be the owners of online content. More so now than
ever when feminism and its related messages are being distorted. We
need to create the online content ourselves because there are many
contested ideas out there currently
 Usually, there is only one layer of consent. For example, you may be
asked for your permission for someone to take your picture, but you
will rarely get asked whether you'd be ok with those photos being
posted online
 Timely to bring the conversation from the living room to the kitchen. In

Indonesia, serious issues are discussed in the living room, while
the trivial ones happen in the kitchen. But living room
conversations are dominated by men. Access to the Internet is a
serious issue, but should be brought into the kitchens so that we
get a lot more women to talk about what we are talking about
here. How do we define economic resources? Who has the money?
Who is using the money? How to access that money?
 Holding donors accountable to creating the spaces and access that is
needed by women.
 Look at emotion as a resource. Emotions such as care, love to help us
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sustain our passion in rearticulating the feminist struggles. Internal
emotions can and should be used to help women organisations to
prevent burn out.
 Emotion and body are also powerful resources for women movements
that are vastly under utilised
 It's incredible how little women have (in terms of funding and access to
online space), but how much they are already doing.

Session 6b: Group Work Discussion: : Resources: Redefining resources
In this group work discussion, participants were asked to keep the following questions in mind:






How are these resources defined?
What encompasses these resources?
Examine these resources within the framework identified in the plenary and see which
elements are present in these resources. What is missing?
How do we optimize these resources for sustainable development using a feminist
framework?
Recommendations for the way forward.

A brief on Resources (Appendix 11) then guided participants' discussions:
Group

Key Points

Group 1: Spaces

 Whatever space we create, we need to sustain it.
 Reclaiming mandated spaces that are not women friendly
 Just by occupying the space, we are already making a stand. As
evidenced in some of the street advocacy campaigns by young women
in India
 Redefining critical mass of women, instead of just a token group. Move
from a descriptive representation to a substantive one.
 Accessing and controlling spaces
 Donors are not very receptive to funding spaces for women to
conceptualise and network - which are key to women's movements

Group 2: Information
resources (media,
ICT)

 Trainings, documentation and meetings have been inaccessible for most
people before. But now, with the advance in technologies, more
people have access to these resources; in the form of Podcasts, Skype.
 Also, the Internet has allowed us to expand our services to groups of
women. eg. online counselling, provision of referrals for services, etc.
 We can now conduct online discussions and debates, with then
provides linkages to many other networks and people.
 Access to the Internet should now be considered a human right.
Everyone should be connected online.
 Which information counts? Whose knowledge counts? There is a
hierarchy in the Internet (urban, educated, lower middle class)
 Think about how IT can work for promoting public health issues and for
many other groups
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Group 3: Economic
resources

 What do institutions look like? With the funding constraints now, most
NGOs are having to work as foundations.
 Donor education: are we helping donors to understand the work that
we do and the challenges on the ground?
 Women as the market. Capitalist mindset funding?
 Push for core funding. Look at economies of scale.
 Most donors and organisations are risk adverse. But resistance looks
different for many organisations and many countries. What does it
means locally?
 Take charge of your financial assets

Group 4: Creative
and cultural
resources

 Group performed a short skit, and read out a poem to drive home the
point that creative resources are powerful tools to give voice to
personal stories.
 Involving the audience as creative resources
 Ensure a cultural context to creative resources. eg. local vagina
monologues, collecting testimonies, read stories

Exhaustive list is as Appendix 12.

Sound bytes:

"It's not that they are voiceless. It's
just that the powerfuls refuse to
listen!"

"What is civil society? Who decides what is a
feminist organisation and what isn't? Especially
relevant in expanding and building alliances"
.
"Same oppression, but different manifestations"

"Solidarity is essential but operationally how
do we do it?"
"I break myself, but never find me"
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Session 7: Moving Forward
From the four thematic areas of Bodies, Voices, Ideologies and Resources, based on the key points
arising from the plenary sessions as well as the group work, participants then voted for a singular
key issue that they thought was pertinent from each category. These votes were then tabulated, and
then streamlined into the following buckets for follow-up action as follows:
Baskets for Action
Thematic Areas

Monitoring

Solidarity
Building

Continuing
the
conversation

Others

Bodies:
 Bring in voices. Engage Nothing about
Us without Us. Bring in the right bodies
and voices to the spaces, and ensure
participation at all levels of advocacy
strategies.













Voices
 Role of CSO in holding the State
accountable. Ensure that there is
women's participation in the process by
providing capacity building and support.
 Localise the SDGs so that it can be
monitored
 Allies in the Global North are not very
receptive to migrant and refuge issues.
Ensure their voices are not sidelined







Ideologies
 Ensure that equity and equality is a
fundamental part of the agenda.
 Trade agreements should strengthen
unions. There should be monitoring of
the human development index and the
language of trade agreements should
be more grassroots friendly.













Resources
 Ensure feminist principles for the
Internet.
Gender
fair
Internet
governance
 Reclaim, create and transform spaces
keen on engaging in.
 Donor education and building capacity
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for fund raising/to raise money

The table above would serve as the areas of interest that participants would like to work on - and
the thread that connects them all; be it by continuing the conversations amongst them or as a
solidarity building exercise. It is meant to be a process for self-review.
It was unanimously agreed by all that:
 a dedication to diversity, inclusion and inter sectionality approach should be an integral part
of the feminist future that we all envision.
 intersectionality analysis and social justice should be at the core of our development
priorities in transforming the lives of women and girls that we represent.
 the concept of intersectionality be understood to include all forms of discrimination that
women may experience; including discrimination based on disability, status, or sexual
orientation.
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